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prophecy uttered by the stammering lips of infants."19 And
whether the execution be crude or not, the true pleasure in
Art lies in looking through and beyond it, and deciphering
that "burning message," if such be there. Art,'therefore, is a
universal language; and one in which the artist opens to us a
world of high and deep thoughts of which we had before no
conception.20 Thus Learning and Art go hand in hand. For
without Learning Art has nothing to say. And Art that has
nothing to say will never long hold the attention of mankind.
As, then, we stand in the deserted court of the palace which
was "the nurse of all Learning," we can understand how
natural it was that the learning of the Medici should lead
them to become the greatest patrons of Art that the world has
ever seen.